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Since the earthquake on January 12, 

members of Hope N Literacy have made 

three trips to Haiti. Our first trip took place 

days after the disaster. Joe 

Raymond, CEO and Hugh Lackey, 

President, went for two reasons. 

First, to bury Joeõs father, who died 

minutes before the earthquake and, 

second, to bring food and aid to 

victims living in Petion-Ville (10-12 

miles from the center of Port au 

Prince). Our presence in the first 

days allowed needy people, who 

were not even on the radar screen of the 

other international response groups, to get 

food, water, and medical aid.  

Two weeks later, Hope N Literacy hosted an 

eighteen-man mission group that 

brought more food, set-up a medical 

clinic, and treated numerous people. 

In March, Joe returned to Petion-Ville 

with Dan Scherer, VP of Construction 

and Planning. They focused their efforts 

on the essential repairs to the church 

facility. In January we started a tutoring 

center to give the youth a place to continue 

their education while the schools were 

closed. The 200-plus students needed food 

and sanitary facilities, but the building 

needed upgrades to provide this service.  

They began construction on a new septic 

tank and placed tarps on the roof as 

temporary protection. It is our hope that the 

new bathrooms and a new roof can be 

installed in July, if we can obtain the 

necessary funding. 

In April, Hugh Lackey and a member of the 

Lake Mary congregation traveled to the 

village of Cass-Pied, where Hope N Literacy 

began. They met with teachers and students 

to get a first-hand update on the 

foundationõs 

school, which 

offers free 

education to 

any child 

through the 

sixth grade. 

The school has many needs, but continues 

to give children, who otherwise would never 

learn to read, write, or count, an education 

and, therefore, a chance to get ahead. 

Traveling with them was Chosnel Raymond, 

the head of the Petion-Ville Tutoring Center 

and an officer in the foundation. Chosnel, 

an experienced teacher (USA-educated), 

taught the older children math.  

We continued on 

to Petion-Ville, 

w h e r e  w e 

i n s t a l l e d  a 

pumping system 

in the new 

c i s t e r n , 

constructed in 

January from donations.  We also added a 

second pump to allow people to take a 

shower, instead of pouring water over their 

heads with a cup! Sometimes the little 

things can make a big difference. 
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Before leaving the Port au Prince area in April to return 

home, we made two trips. The first trip took us downtown 

Port au Prince so we could see the progress since our 

January visit. It was sad to see little or, in some cases, no 

progress. Some government buildings were being 

demolished, but the work was far from complete. The 

presidentõs palace, for example, had not been touched 

except for a little work at the entrance.  

During our week-long visit, we saw only one piece of heavy 

equipment at work. 

The balance of the 

clean-up effort was 

being done by hand 

labor. Men, with 

sledge hammers and 

hacksaws, worked on 

many buildings. We 

saw piles of rubble, 

often flowing into the street, with no attempt to remove  

the debris.  

As we drove to the airport, we passed by the damaged 

home of Elena and Phillip, two members of the Petion-Ville 

church, who have lived 

at the church since 

January 12. Their small 

home, located down the 

side of a steep bank, 

was damaged by the 

quake and debris 

falling from other homes. Their 13-year-old daughter was 

hit, injured her shoulder, but recovered. Their house 

continues to need a lot of work. Phillip does not have a job 

but works each day on the house, using the limited 

resources they have and help from others.   

Along the way to Elenaõs 

home, we passed another 

home where 11 bodies 

remain entombed.  At 

another site, work had 

stopped in one section 

after they uncovered the remains of a victim.  People were 

called in to remove what little was left of a life lost. In the 

meantime, life goes on around the destruction. 
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Earthquake Update 

Water, Anyone? 

One of the greatest needs after 

the earthquake continues 

todayñan ample supply of  

potable water. The first action 

taken by Hope N Literacy in 

January was the completion of a 

construction project, scheduled 

for July 2010, to install a water 

cistern. The project was 

completed two weeks later and, 

from that time on, the church 

has offered water to anyone 

needing it.  

The cistern has a hatch lid that 

allowed people to drop a bucket 

into the water and fill their 5 

gallon buckets. The process is 

slow and potentially unsanitary. 

One of the primary objectives of 

the April trip was to install a 

pumping system, making water 

available by turning on a faucet. 

The reception of this new device 

was overwhelming. Water is 

offered one hour each morning 

and each evening, with a two 

bucket (10 gallon) limit, to 

people in need. During our visit 

we witnessed the distribution of 

500-600 gallons daily. 

The cistern holds 5,400 gallons 

and is re-supplied by 3,000 

gallon trucks at a cost of $125 

per truck-load. You can help by 

providing money for a truck-load 

of water. Hundreds of people 

would benefit. 

Temporary homes 

Elenaõs neighbors 
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Can you afford $1 a week over a year to help a child get 

an education? The children in Casse-Pied, Haiti, attend 

the elementary school started and operated by Hope N 

Literacy. The foundation, through its donors, pays the 

salary for the teachers, but school supplies are separate 

and very much in need.  In addition to basic items like 

pencils and paper, we need to purchase new chalk 

boards and replace chairs and  desks.  During our April 

visit, we discovered several students not attending school 

because they did not have suitable clothes. We want to 

provide uniforms consisting of a T-shirt and khaki pants 

(for boys) and a jumper for girls. 

Sponsors will pay $1 per week or $52 a year to provide 

these essential items for elementary students. In return, 

they will receive a personal hand-written thank you letter 

(with a translation to English attached). The sponsor will 

receive updates about the childõs progress and a copy of 

the final report card. 

Can you afford $104 a year to help a child get a proper 

education?  After the sixth grade, children in Casse-Pied 

must go to national school. The closest one to Casse-Pied 

is in Jean-Rabel, which is 5 miles away at the bottom of 

the mountain. Public school in Haiti is NOT free. Most 

cannot afford the $250 (Haitian) registration fee and the 

$55 (Haitian) monthly tuition. This amounts to $104 a 

year or $2 a week. 

For those who can afford the tuition, these children are 

willing, as we witnessed, to walk to and from school daily 

(10 mile round trip). But they need our help. The three 

girls shown have 

received help for this 

year, but many other 

children did not have 

that opportunity. A 

sponsorship of $100 a 

year will allow a young 

boy or girl to get the 

education needed to 

improve their life and 

improve their country. A sixth grade education is not good 

enough in USA and not good enough in Haiti either.  

Can you afford $2 a week so a child can attend school? 

How Much is an Education Worth? 

Tutoring Center ñ  A Success! 

As we sought ways to help in January, one big 

possibility was staring us in the face. At 11 AM 

children were everywhere with nothing to do 

and no school open for them 

to attend. Within one week, we 

began a tutoring center. Our 

center would provide classes 

to children while public 

schools were closed and, after 

they reopened, it would offer 

tutoring support. Chosnel 

Raymond, a USA-educated 

Haitian resident, took charge.  

The center was an immediate success, 

with more than 200 children attending 

four separate classes. Organized by 

grade level, the classes were taught by 

Chosnel or other professionals he 

recruited. Soon the community asked 

for an adult class where they could learn 

English. 

In addition to education, each child receives a 

meal. In some cases, this is the only one they 

get each day. We feed the body and the mind. 

In early April some schools began to reopen. 

The tutoring center continues to operate and 

will always be there.  It is a valuable resource, 

offering supplemental education to the 

children and adults of Petion-Ville wanting to 

improve their abilities through education. 

They got help.  

Their friends sat home this year. 


